THE CLONLIFFE INVITATION RACE.

Invitation races had their origins in the 1880s when cross country running clubs ran from public houses on the outskirts of the city. There were usually bottling sheds at the rear of these premises which had running water and so could be used for dressing accommodation and a “wash down”.
 Clonliffe Harriers ran from The Hut (1898-1901) and The Brian Boru (1901-1903) Public Houses in Phibsborough before moving further along the old Finglas Road to Kavanaghs in De Courcy Square just beside the Old Gate entrance to Glasnevin cemetery. It was in the skittles alley at the rear of this premises that the “WASPS”  headquartered from 1903 until 1932. This premises and the different generations of the Kavanagh family played host to the running of the famous “2 Mile Invitation” race throughout these years in addition to hosting many other events including the club handicaps and the club Annual General Meetings.
It became the custom for each metropolitan club to invite the other clubs once a year, to their particular Saturday venue, which was usually adjacent to the end of a nearby tram route. They would start with an easy run over some nearby country which was never competitive. Then after about a 5 or 6 mile “warm up” they would line up on the road about a mile and a half from the pub and race home.

FJ Ryder won the Clonliffe Invitation on 12 consecutive occasions between 1908 and 1919. His fastest time, from outside “Floods” at the top of the hill in Finglas to the “four o’clock gate” at Glasnevin cemetery, was run in 1912 when he completed the course in 8 mins 34 secs.

The Invitations were very popular until the 1920s when some runners began to feel that short sharp road races in the middle of the cross country season were not a good form of cross-country training. In 1927 Clonliffe changed the “Invitation” into a 10 mile cross country race with a very valuable trophy presented by Mr Jack Flynn of New York, a vice president of the club. This trophy was won in 1931, 1932 and 1933 by Tim Smyth of  O’Callaghan Mills and he thus won it outright. In 1931 Smyth won the International (now world) Cross Country title at Baldoyle racecourse a mere 10 days after his success in the Flynn Cup so he must have derived some benefit from the Clonliffe Invitation !!
The Clonliffe race subsequently reverted to its old format and has survived as the last of the club invitation races. Other clubs have dropped their “Invitations” due to lack of support and growing traffic problems on the route. The disappearance of suitable terrain to “warm up” before the race, due to growing urban sprawl, has also resulted in that aspect of the tradition being abandoned. The current running is now just a straight forward road race. As a result, the “ 2 Mile Invitation” was moved in the early 1980s to a location at the back of Dublin airport. 
To mark the club’s centenary year in 1986, sponsorship of the Invitation was taken over by Eugene Kavanagh, a direct descendent of the family who own the Public House in Glasnevin. In tandem with this new sponsorship, the race returned to its original route but with the finish in De Courcy Square outside Kavanaghs.

In the recent past few years, the problems relating to traffic and runner safety and security resulted in the “Invitation” again leaving it’s original home and moving out to the Clonliffe Headquarters in Santry. The race currently starts in the Morton Stadium with a run through the Santry Woods and finishing back on the track.

However, Clonliffe Harriers are still very fortunate to have the very generous and enthusiastic support of the current generation of the Kavanagh family who continue to carry on their long standing sponsorship of the oldest club road race in the world.       

      CLONLIFFE HARRIERS 2 MILE INVITATION RACE 1898.
    Inaugural staging of event on Saturday 8th January 1898

The above club gave their first invitation run on Saturday 8th January from “The Hut” Phibsborough Road, where there was a big attendance of visitors, all of whom subsequently turned up on the Cabra Road for the finish of the race home.

The clubs sending representatives were :

Charleville 


(5), 

County Dublin
         
 (1)

Leinster


(3)

Iolanthe


(1)

Haddington Harriers
(2)

Kingstown


(4)

Crescent


(4)

Clonliffe Harriers
         (11)

Abington


(7)

City and Suburban

(4)

Donore Harriers

(7)

Boys Brigade

(5)

There were in all 55 followers of the hares – Mssrs SG Warrey and JG Byrne – who started soon after the appointed time, and proceeding around by Glasnevin, they took a circuitous route to Ashtown, where the meet was arranged for the run home from Foxes “Halfway House”, a spin of about 2 miles.

A drizzling rain set in for the cross country run and it was a most unpleasant wait for the finish. One of the Haddington men had a long lead at the Cabra crossroads but he failed about a quarter mile from home allowing a number of other men to pass him.

Lonergan won by about fifteen yards from Synott who was about ten yards in front of Walker, while 10 yards separated the next four.

The finishing order in 1898 was as follows :
1. PJ Lonergan

Clonliffe Harriers

2. PJ Synott


Donore Harriers

3. GF Walker

Clonliffe Harriers

4. SJ Coates

Clonliffe Harriers

5. W Cusack

City and Suburban

6. J McArdle

Clonliffe Harriers

7. R Abbott


Kingstown

8. J Dowdall

Donore Harriers

9. A Fitzgerald

Charleville Harriers

10. A Wallace

Donore Harriers

Judges : Mssrs J Stephens (President), CJ Doran and CF Lonergan.

After the meet, again at “The Hut”, Mr Stephens, President of Clonliffe Harriers, presented three handsome medals to Mssrs Lonergan, Synott, and Walker, the first three finishers.

CLONLIFFE HARRIERS TWO MILE INVITATION RACE 1899.

Saturday 21st January 1899.
There was a large gathering of spectators and cross country athletes on Saturday afternoon at the Botanic House Glasnevin when the above club held their invitation run. Eight clubs sent representatives.The special medal, given to the club with the biggest turnout, was given to T Hayward, captain of the Abingtons.
There were in all 67 runners divided as follows :

Abington



(17)

Clonliffe Harriers

(11)

Beaumont


  (3)

Haddington Harriers

  (6)

City and Suburban

  (7)

Phoenix



  (3)

Donore Harriers

(10)

Leinster



(10)

The day was fairly fine but the going was soft and holding. There was a run home over two miles and the order was as follows :

1.
F Curtis

Haddington Harriers

2.
PJ Lonergan

Clonliffe Harriers

3.
J Murphy

Clonliffe Harriers

4.
W Flynn

Clonliffe Harriers

5.
J O’Callaghan
Clonliffe Harriers

6.
T Doherty

Donore Harriers

7.
J Graham

Clonliffe Harriers

8.
P Rooney

Leinster

9.
J Kine

Phoenix

10.
J Flynn

City and Suburban

11
T Hayward

Abington
12
J Byron

Abington

Won by ten yards. Fifteen yards divided second and third. F Curtis got the medal for first. PJ Lonergan got two – one for second place and one for first Clonliffe man home, while J O’Callaghan got the novices prize and Abington got the prize for the biggest turnout.

CLONLIFFE HARRIERS TWO MILE INVITATION RACE 1900 

 Saturday 8th December 1900.

This club held their annual “Invitation” cross country run on Saturday afternoon from the Botanic House Glasnevin. Over 50 turned out. Soon after the appointed time JT Graham, CF Flynn and J Jordan were despatched to lay the trail. The run home of about two miles and a quarter resulted as follows :

1
F Curtis

Haddington Harriers

2
W Flynn

Clonliffe Harriers

3
J Deakin

Clonliffe Harriers

4
PJ Byrne

Clonliffe Harriers

5
O Cunningham
Clonliffe Harriers

6
JT Graham

Clonliffe Harriers

7
P Hand

Clonliffe Harriers

8
J Jordan

Clonliffe Harriers

9
J Pelo


City and Suburban

10
J Muldoon

Haddington Harriers

11
O Conway

County Dublin

12
JJ Keane

County Dublin

13
H Huband

City and Suburban
14
A Huband

County Dublin  Harriers
15
M Sheedy

Haddington Harriers

16
J Read

Leinster Harriers
17
PJ Donohoe

County Dublin Harriers
18
JJ Byrne

Clonliffe Harriers

F Curtis received the first medal and W Flynn the second. 
O. Cunningham got the novice while the prize for the biggest muster was given to the Donore Harriers. The Clonliffes, who were equal, generously giving way to the visitors.

CLONLIFFE HARRIERS TWO MILE INVITATION RACE 1901. 
 Saturday 30th November 1901.

Judges- Mssrs P Ewing, PJ Lonergan, JT Graham, 
             BJ Barden and PJ Byrne. 

Starter -PJ Gormley.

The first invitation run of the season, under the auspices of the above club, came off on Saturday. The rendezvous was at the Brian Boru House Glasnevin Road.

The weather was genial for a cross country spin and the outside clubs sent forward their contingents, to make up the pack. The country of the Fingallians cannot be beaten for its many advantages for cross country running. No less than fifty-four athletes took part in the spin. 
Their representatives were :

Haddington Harriers – CJ Ryan, DJ Lynham, J Orr, W Miller, AT Harty, JH Wood, F Curtis, JJ O’Flynn, ME Sheedy, GR Conway (10)

Donore Harriers – ME Hayden, JF Button, MJ Kirwan, JJ Cranny, RJ Donohoe, F Sinclair, P Bolton, T Sullivan, JP Kelly, C Gannon, T Moore, H Cullen, W Strahan, R Payne (14)

City and Suburban Harriers – F Arthur, J Peelo, PP Mc Murrough, J Gaffney, C Sheridan, WJ Nolan, E Madley, J Dunne (8)

Leinster Harriers – C Ring, P Ring, RO Briscoe, T Moore, JJ Reid, M Manning, CD Wilson, T Nixon, E Boardman (9).

Clonliffe Harriers – C Christie, J O’Connell, JJ Mc Cann, J Deakin, J Mc Dermott, MJ Morgan, WJ Flynn, J Jordan, CJ Howlin, J Ledwood, T Burton, O. Cunningham, J Brook (13).

The trail was laid by J Christie, J Flynn, J O’Connell and J McCann. They started soon after the appointed time taking their way by the canal bank, thence to the Liffey Junction by Tolka Park. 
From there they went by the quarry bridge past Mr Christopher Nolan’s and Poppintree Tree and thence to Moffatts and finally Finglas village. The pack lined up at Mrs Floods in Finglas for the home spin of 2 miles to Glasnevin. The race was won by Joe Deakin of the Clonliffes in 9 min 1.5 sec beating F Curtis by 60 yards. Joe Peelo (City and Suburban) was a further 20 yards back while J Arthur finishing in fourth place 5 yards behind Peelo. The other lot, numbering 42, came up in quick succession. 

The finishing order in 1901 was as follows :
1
J Deakin

Clonliffe Harriers


9 min 1.5 sec

2
F Curtis

Haddington Harriers

9 min 30  sec

3
J Peelo                   City and Suburban

4
J Arthur

City and Suburban

5
J Flynn
          Clonliffe Harriers

6
O Cunningham
Clonliffe Harriers

7
W Flynn

Clonliffe Harriers

8
P Mc Murrough
City and Suburban

9
P Button

Donore Harriers

10
JJ Reid

Leinster Harriers

11
T Burton

Clonliffe Harriers

The order of the others were C Ring, F Nixon, WJ Nolan, T Sullivan, J Gaffney,    JP Kelly and MJ Morgan.  There were forty-seven, in all, passed the judges.

After the race Mr Percy Ewing distributed the medals to the winners, J Deakin gaining first gold, F Curtis second place medal and T Burton the novices prize.  
CLONLIFFE HARRIERS TWO MILE INVITATION RACE 1903
Saturday 5TH December 1903.

The members of the above club held their annual invitation run last Saturday from headquarters at Glasnevin Road. The day was fine but excessively cold. There were five medals for those heading the pack for the run home from Finglas to Glasnevin. 
Judges : CJ Doran (vice president), T Conran, J Jordan, 
              JJ Curran and JT Graham (Hon Sec). 
The following were the representations :

Haddington Harriers

14

City and Suburban

  3

Leinster Harriers

  1

Donore Harriers

17

Clonliffe Harriers

16

Some few turned up later on and a mustering of sixty-two started at a quarter to four o’clock. They proceeded to the canal, by Liffey Junction and crossed the fields emerging at Cardiffsbridge and on by the back road into Finglas.

The pack were dispatched from Mrs Floods for the spin home. H Muldoon made the pace closely followed by J Downing and T Curtis of the Haddingtons with J Flynn and J Murray of Clonliffe following. 
Muldoon eventually won by ten yards from Downing with Curtis finishing a further five yards back. 

The order of the first fifteen in 1903 was as follows :

1
H Muldoon

Haddington Harriers



2
T Downing

Haddington Harriers

3
T Curtis

Haddington Harriers

4
J Flynn

Clonliffe Harriers

5
J Murray

Clonliffe Harriers

6
J Bird


Haddington Harriers

7
C Wisdom

Clonliffe Harriers

8
J Grennan

Donore Harriers

9
O Cunningham
Clonliffe Harriers

10
T Burton

Clonliffe Harriers

11
C Davenport

Donore Harriers

12
W Cusack

City and Suburban

13
J Muldoon

Haddington Harriers

14
W O’Hara

Haddington Harriers

15
ME Sheedy

Haddington Harriers

Forty runners passed the judges. 
The medals were distributed as follows :

H Muldoon Gold Medal, T Downing Silver, JJ Flynn first club medal, J Bird open novices medal and M Flynn club novices medal.
The Clonliffes will hold their second annual reunion and dance on Friday evening in the Grand Restaurant in Lower Sackville Street.

CLONLIFFE HARRIERS 2 MILE INVITATION RACE 1907



Saturday 7th December 1907

The above club held their annual “Invitation” race on Saturday and in response, a big gathering of cross country runners turned up at the trysting place, Kavanaghs of the Old Gate Glasnevin. There were in all 58 starters while some others arrived too late to take part in the start. 

The clubs represented were :

Haddington Harriers

10

Donore Harriers


23

City and Suburban


  4

Clonliffe Harriers


21

Two of the Clonliffe team went off to lay the trail and took to the fields off the Finglas Road near the cemetery gate and thence on by the railway line through Tolka Park and got to the roadway at Broom Bridge. The run was continued along the road by Baileys Quarry and Savages Wood. From there they went up by the back lane to the top of Finglas where the pack were to range up for the run home over a mile and a half spin. 
The rain set in just after the pack were sent on their way and increased considerably before the team reached the winning point at Bengal Terrace on Finglas Road. The going was very tough and holding while the obstacles to be got over were stiff and the grips from the record rains made raspers. 
FJ Buckley of Haddington Harriers led the lot on the run home and completed the distance in 9 min 29.40 sec being 25 yards in front of T Downing of Donore.
The finishing order in 1907 was as follows :
1
FJ Buckley

Haddington Harriers

2
T Downing

Donore Harriers

3
J O’Regan

Haddington Harriers
4
H Egar

Clonliffe Harriers

5
P Mc Guinness
Donore Harriers

6
E Betts

Clonliffe Harriers

7
H Muldoon

Haddington Harriers

8
T Arthurs

City and Suburban

9
JJ Doyle

Haddington Harriers

10
W Strahan

Haddington Harriers

11
V Parker

Donore Harriers

12
PC Hughes

Haddington Harriers

13
P Bird

Haddington Harriers

14  J Hassell

Clonliffe Harriers

15
A Morton

Clonliffe Harriers

16
J Muldoon

Haddington Harriers

17
T Peelo

Clonliffe Harriers

18
H Cullen

Donore Harriers

19
RW Brown

City and Suburban

20
M Veney

Clonliffe Harriers

Winners time was 9 min 29.40  secs.

J. Hassell was 1st Novice.

57 ran.

    CLONLIFFE HARRIERS 2 MILE INVITATION RACE 1908


     “F.J. Ryder wins at first attempt”.

                          =========================



        Saturday 28th November 1908

The above club brought off on Saturday one of the most successful races held in recent years from their headquarters at Kavanaghs of Old Gate Glasnevin.

The rain, which fell heavily during the day, luckily cleared off before 3 o’clock and it was only on the score of early darkness setting in that any fears existed about the event being brought off in time. Dublin University Harriers wrote to say they were unable to attend, due to previous engagement. There was a large number of followers on the course and many old enthusiasts were noticed among the crowd. 
Sixty-Eight took part as follows

Donore Harriers

10

City and Suburban

13

Leinster Harriers

  5

Clonliffe Harriers

40.

The pack was paced by T Burton (Capt) and followed a trail laid by E Betts and H Eager.

The country covered led to a point beyond King James Castle and thence to Finglas where the pack lined up opposites “Floods” for the “run in” to the turret opposite the 4 o’clock gate at Glasnevin cemetery, a distance of 1.5 miles and 120 yards.

The fastest time for this journey was accomplished in 1901 by Joe Deakin (Clonliffe Harriers) in a time of 9 min 1secs. 

The men were despatched to a capital start of Mr JT Graham with Mc Dermott (Clonliffe Harriers) setting a cracking pace which thinned out the pack rather early on in the race. The leaders, shortly after leaving Finglas village were Buckley, Doyle, Downing and Millington with Ryder and Betts about 40 yards behind and about 20 yards ahead of the remainder who were running en masse. 

Ryder, passing Betts, was gradually overhauling the leaders who were in turn pacing one another with Millington having fallen back. When nearly half way, Ryder came up behind the leaders and remained there, with Buckley doing most of the pacing while Betts and Millington formed the connection to the chasing pack. 
Passing the entrance to the Lovers Walk the order of the leaders was – Buckley, Doyle, Downing and Ryder, with Millington, Betts and P Kelly 15 yards behind.  
The order remained unchanged until the trying Violet Hill was reached when Downing took the lead with Ryder, Doyle and Buckley at his heels. 
A great race ensued at the top of the hill where Doyle, who was forcing the pace, was joined by Ryder, these two running away to the entrance gate. The former made a determined effort to lead Ryder 150 from home, but the latter, responding gamely to the challenge, spurted away in vigorous style and leaving Doyle with every stride, won a magnificent race by 15 yards with 10 yards dividing second and third. 

The result was hailed with a loud burst of cheers and the winner’s victory over Doyle, Buckley and Downing, 3 International men, promises him a brilliant future.

Prior to this season his one and only attempt at cross country running was in the Tramway Sports 4 mile flat handicap at Ballsbridge earlier this year in which he carried the club colours into 2nd place off scratch in the 440 yds in a race won by JG Smith (Donore) who started off the 375 yd mark. 

Previously, Ryder had scored many a success as a boy walker, but acting on the advice of Clonliffe Club CaptainTommy Burton he took to running and, gifted with youth (he is only 19 yrs old) speed and stamina to a high degree, he should soon develop into a runner of considerable merit.

P Kelly (Clonliffe) should also merit special mention as this is his first season and in finishing 5th, for which he was awarded the open novice medal, he should do even better with more experience. 
S Pearson (Clonliffe), another first season youth, was awarded the club novice medal (kindly presented by Mr J Mc Dermott) and finished fifteenth.

Clonliffe finished 13 men in the first 20 home. 
The winners time, which beats that of last year, was 9 mins 15 secs. 
The finishing order in 1908 was as follows :

1 FJ Ryder

Clonliffe Harriers

2
JJ Doyle

City and Suburban

3
FJ Buckley

City and Suburban

4
T Downing

City and Suburban

5
P Kelly

Clonliffe Harriers

6
E Betts

Clonliffe Harriers

7
F Arthurs

City and Suburban

8
T Millington

Donore Harriers

9
HH Cullen

Clonliffe Harriers

10
F Coleton

City and Suburban

11
T Hassell

Clonliffe Harriers

12
CG Wisdom

Clonliffe Harriers

13
J Wilson

Clonliffe Harriers

14
PJ Lonergan

Clonliffe Harriers

15
C Kelly

Donore Harriers

16
G Pearson

Clonliffe Harriers

17
P Conroy

Clonliffe Harriers

18
CV Gross

Clonliffe Harriers

19
M Wilson 

Clonliffe Harriers

20
J Gunn

Donore Harriers

Medals were presented by Clonliffe President Mr Walker 

 CLONLIFFE HARRIERS 2 MILE INVITATION RACE 1909.




Saturday 27th November 1909

What is invariably regarded as one of the finest sporting events in the early portion of the cross country season, the above club’s annual invitation race was held on Saturday from the clubs headquarters at Kavanaghs in Glasnevin. This year’s event proved beyond doubt to be the most successful one ever held.
The race brought together a large percentage of the best men in Ireland in C Harris, T Downing, FJ Buckley, P Kelly, J O’Regan and last years winner FJ Ryder. Most of this lot have competed with considerable distinction in both Ireland and England during this year and are the type of men who worthily represent the country when an International takes place.

The outstanding feature of the race was the magnificent performance of FJ Ryder in winning easily from C Harris (City and Suburban) in the record time of 8 mins 38.60 secs which beats the previous best of 9 mins 01 secs set by Joe Deakin in 1901.

The distance of the “run-in” is 1.75 miles and 120 yards and Ryder’s time would represent the equivalent of 9 mins 40 secs for 2 miles.  
Deakin, who originally ran for Clonliffe and now carries the colours of Herne Hill Harriers, was the Irish 1 mile and 4 mile flat champion in 1902.
Dublin University and Shelbourne Harriers were, unfortunately unable to put in an appearance. A large number of followers from the different clubs were present and it is evident that a very healthy revival of this sport has set in if one is to judge by the extraordinary enthusiasm of the 103 runners representing the following clubs :

Leinster


14

Donore


25

City and Suburban

11

Clonliffe Harriers

53

The muster is the largest ever assembled for an invitation race in Dublin. 
Following the trail laid by J Mc Dermott and J O’Beirne over the country in the direction of Broombridge and via King Johns Castle into Finglas
the pack were lined up opposite Floods for the run in to the turret at the city end of Glasnevin cemetery.

At the appropriate moment the field were despatched to a splendid start by Mr JT Graham. 
J Mc Dermott (Clonliffe), for the second year running set a cracking pace past Finglas village. Ryder then forged ahead followed by Downing (Clonliffe), Harris (City and Suburban), Kelly (Clonliffe) and O’Regan (City and Suburban). 
Passing the entrance to Finglas Wood and the approach to Violet Hill the order of the leaders remained the same. As they reached the top of the Hill Ryder increased his lead to 20 yards and was now only 880 yards from the finish line. At 350 yards from home he held a lead of 80 yards and by the finish he was a magnificent 120 yards ahead of Harris with O’Regan a further 15 yards back in third.
The open novice medal was won by JS Palmer (Donore) who finished 8th.

The Clonliffe club novice medal was won by J Malone who finished 10th.

The occasion was availed of to present CV Gross with the club gold medal, suitably inscribed, for best attendance at club runs during the season. 
The winning time of 8 min 35.60 sec is a record for the distance which was previously held by JE Deakin also of the Clonliffe Harriers. Deakin now sports the colours of Herne Hill Harriers.
The finishing positions were as follows :
1
FJ Ryder


Clonliffe Harriers

2
C Harris


City and Suburban

3
J O’Regan


City and Suburban

4
P Kelly


Clonliffe Harriers

5
T Downing


Clonliffe Harriers

6
FJ Buckley


City and Suburban

7
P Kirby


City and Suburban

8
A Palmer


Donore Harriers

9
P Telly


Donore Harriers

10
P Malone


Clonliffe Harriers

11
G Pearson


Clonliffe Harriers

12
F Arthurs


City and Suburban
CLONLIFFE HARRIERS 2 MILE INVITATION RACE 1910
                             Saturday 19th November 1910

The first invitation run of the cross country season was held on Saturday last when the Clonliffe Harriers invited the Dublin clubs to join them in a scamper across the country. The Donore Harriers, The City and Suburban and the recently formed section of the Vegetarian Cycling and Athletic club accepted the invitation and a field of over one hundred runners turned out from Kavanaghs of Old Gate at Glasnevin. 
The promoting club had not quite so strong a muster as last year when they created an Irish club record by turning out fifty-three members but a muster of forty-seven was by no means to be despised. The Donore Harriers ran the promoting club very close with a turnout of thirty-six while the City and Suburban and Vegetarians had fouteen and twelve respectively.
The weather was favourable and the partial thaw during the day left the open country in good order. The field got away a little after the advertised time of starting and following a trail that had been laid earlier in the afternoon. A good run out of about forty minutes was indulged in. 
The competitors lined up at Finglas for the run in to Glasnevin and again the promoting club had the honour of supplying the first man home. FJ Ryder once more demonstrating his abilities in the uphill run from the valley of the Tolka. Mr George F Walker and Mr JT Graham acted as judges at the finish and the first ten home were as follows :
1

FJ Ryder

Clonliffe Harriers

2

Uphill


Donore Harriers

3

Ging


Donore Harrier

4

Palmer

Donore Harriers

5

H Kelly

Clonliffe Harriers

6

Smith


Donore Harriers

7

Parker

Clonliffe Harriers

8

Guthrie

Vegetarians

9

C Rothwell

Clonliffe Harriers

10

H Rylands

Clonliffe Harriers

    CLONLIFFE HARRIERS 2 MILE INVITATION RACE 1911

                            Saturday 18th November 1911

The second invitation cross country run of the season took place last Saturday when the annual feature of the Clonliffe Harriers was brought to a successful issue. 
In the matter of weather the clubs were very fortunate as the afternoon turned out very fine despite the threatening outlook. The Donore Harriers, The Vegetarian C&AC, the City and Suburban Harriers and the Harriers of the Buffs Regiment accepted the invitation and a field of just two short of the one hundred runners took part in the event. 
The promoting club, with 40 competitors had the biggest turnout.
 Donore Harriers had 24 while City and Suburban had 13. 
The Vegetarians had 9 and the Buffs had 8 starters.. 

The runners got away from the Old Gate before four o’clock and took to the country after a run along the banks of the Royal Canal. A circuitous trail was then followed out to Finglas where the men were lined up by Clonliffe President JT Graham for the run in.

FJ Ryder of the promoting club was expected to follow up his successes of the last two years and he did so in very easy fashion. He got out of the crowd immediately the gun was fired and had quite a comfortable lead before getting clear of the village. 
On the falling ground to the valley of the Tolka he held his own without making any great effort, and running uphill in very determined style he passed the judges about 40 yards in front of  PJ Mc Guinness of the City and Suburban. 
F Guthrie, the Vegetarian crack, was a good third with F McDonagh of the Clonliffes Fourth.

The finishing order in 1911 was as follows :

1

FJ Ryder


Clonliffe Harriers

2

PJ McGuinness

City and Suburban

3

F Guthrie


Vegetarian Harriers

4

F Mc Donagh

Clonliffe Harriers       

5

HC Irwin


Clonliffe Harriers

6

RJ Mc Cready

Vegetarian Harriers

7

H Ryland


Clonliffe Harriers

8

J Comerford


Clonliffe Harriers

9

JS Palmer


Donore Harriers

10

F Arthurs


City and Suburban

11

C Rothwell


Clonliffe Harriers

12

CV Gross


Clonliffe Harriers

Medals were presented to the first three men home and in addition the Club Gold Medal was presented to Ryder as the first Clonliffe man home. 
The medal for the first novice goes to Irwin and the medal for the first club novice went to Foley who was twenty-third. 
Ryder’s time was 8 min 40.20 sec which compares well with his 8 min 43 sec in 1910 and his 8 min 38 sec in 1909.  Mr FJ Walker acted as Judge.

      CLONLIFFE HARRIERS 2 MILE INVITATION RACE 1912 

                                   Saturday 23rd November 1912
                   “F.J. RYDER WINS IN RECORD TIME”
This annual fixture, always looked forward to with an unusual amount of interest by cross-country enthusiasts, was held on Saturday from Kavanaghs “Old Gate” Glasnevin when 103 runners took part, thus equalling the club’s invitation muster record for the third year. The event proved a great success and the Clonliffe Harriers felt very pleased with the splendid support accorded them by the visiting clubs which included 2 military teams, the Buffs and the West Ridings. 
Donore had 32, Clonliffe 31, West Ridings 21, The Buffs 14 and Vegetarian Harriers had 5 runners. 
Dublin University were again conspicuous by their absence and for the first time in many years the City and Suburban Harriers were not represented.

After the runners had been photographed the combined pack, led by Tom Nolan (Clonliffe) left headquarters at 3.55 pm via De Courcy Square and ran up the road to a point by Finglas Wood where they took to the fields for a short cross country spin before returning to the road at Upper Finglas. 

At the crack of the pistol outside Floods, Ryder took to the front and set a very fast pace. He was followed by Rylands, Irwin, Mc Aleese and Murray. The remainder were already some distance behind. 
Approaching Violet Hill Ryder was still well in front followed by Irwin, Mc Aleese and Murray. They were followed by V Ryder, Rylands, Mc Dougal, Grant, Cowlard and Rothwell with the rest some distance behind.

From the top of Violet Hill Ryder maintained his great speed and won by 120 yards in a new record time of 8 mins 34.80 secs thus lowering his own record of 8 mins 38 secs set in 1909. 
This is Ryder’s fifth successive win and his performance over this testing course is never likely to be equalled. 

The magnificent running of HC Irwin who finished second and 120 yards ahead of Murray, deserves special mention and we would not be surprised if this youthful runner develops into another GB Tincler, whom he resembles very much in style and build. Murray ran very well considering this was his first time over the course, as did Mc Aleese, who finished fourth.

The open novice medal was won by J MC Dougal Grant, the genial captain of the Vegetarian Athletic Club and thus followed the example of a former clubmate who won this medal in 1910. 
The club novice medal was won by P O’Shea who put up a very creditable performance on his first run in this race. This medal was presented by Mr T Bruce.

The following officials very kindly placed their services at the disposal of the club :
Referee  :  

Mr JT Graham


Judges    :  

Mssrs JL Ryder, CH Caulfield, GL Walker, 

                  

JT Bryan, CF Lonergan.
Road Stewards :    JP Casey, CA Mills, G Brewster, J MC Dermott, 

   
                    JP Finnegan, J O’Neill, P O’Neill, RW Spears, 

                              TW Murphy, CV Gross, N Farnham.

Starter :                  Mr JJ Higgins

Timekeeper :         Mr PJ Lonergan

The finishing order in 1912 was as follows :

1
FJ Ryder

Clonliffe Harriers

2
HC Irwin

Clonliffe Harriers

3
W Murray

Donore Harriers

4
D McAleese

Donore Harriers

5
V Ryder

Clonliffe Harriers

6
H Rylands

Clonliffe Harriers

7
JM Grant

Vegetarian Harriers

8
Pte Cowlard

The Buffs
9
CF Rothwell

Clonliffe Harriers

10
JA Palmer

Donore Harriers

11
P O’Shea

Clonliffe Harriers

12
W Abraham

Donore Harriers

13
D Dance

Donore Harriers

14
J Byers

Donore Harriers

15
J Hickie

Clonliffe Harriers

16
P Byrne

Donore Harriers

17
Pte Cross

The Buffs

     18
W Barden

Clonliffe Harriers

     19
CG Wisdom

Clonliffe Harriers

     20
JJ Cronin

Vegetarian Harriers
     25
T Conneff

Donore Harriers
    Other Clonliffe finishers included :

    23
J Foley

    24
J Kearns

    27
T Burton

    33  P  Geraghty

    34
T Nolan

    40
O Barden

    41
J Manning

    43
J Mc Evoy

    45
J Mc Lean

    46
G Ryan

    48
M Doyle

    56 
J Lister

    57 
WA Ryder

    61
C Iremonger

    63
J Ryan

    66
PJ Howlin

    67
P Lenehan
    69 
J Gorry

    70
P Masterson

    72 
J Cahill

    87
JS Hickie

    88
P Fox
    The president Mr JL Ryder very kindly distributed the medals.
    (This race report printed in the Freemans Journal of 26th Nov 1912

     was extracted from FJ Ryder’s personal scrapbook by kind permission
      of his family.)

   CLONLIFFE HARRIERS 2 MILE INVITATION RACE 1913  

   Saturday 22nd November 1913

The annual invitation race was held last Saturday in very favourable conditions. Over seventy runners set out from headquarters at Kavanaghs in Glasnevin for upper Finglas which they reached via St James Castle at 4-15pm. The race for home was won for the sixth successive year by FJ Ryder.

1
FJ Ryder

Clonliffe Harriers

2
WE Murray

Donore Harriers

3
TJ Rogers

Donore Harriers

4
W Cooke

Donore Harriers

5
JS Palmer

Donore Harriers

6
JD Dance

Donore Harriers

7
C Wisdom

Clonliffe Harriers

8
D Baird

County Dublin Harriers

9
M Carey

County Dublin Harriers

10
C Rothwell

Clonliffe Harriers

11
W Barden

Clonliffe Harriers

12
W Ryder

Clonliffe Harriers

13
E Harrington
Donore Harriers

14
CV Gross

Clonliffe Harriers

15
C Groves

Donore Harriers

16
GR Gann

Donore Harriers

17
J Morrisson

Donore Harriers
18
JC Doyle

City and Suburban Harriers

19
H Rylands

Clonliffe Harriers

20
G Byrne

Donore Harriers

        CLONLIFFE HARRIERS 2 MILE INVITATION RACE 1914



Saturday 21st November 1914
This annual event took place on Saturday afternoon under very agreeable weather conditions. Owing to causes that have militated against all forms of sporting events, the muster was not up to the standard of former years but under the circumstances a field of 56 runners was regarded as fair. 

The biggest turnout was that of the promoting club who had 24 members out. The Donore Harriers had 18 and City and Suburban had 12 and the County Dublin Harriers had 2.  

The usual cross country route was followed to the start and the field lined up at Floods in Finglas for the run in to the four o’clock gate at Glasnevin cemetery. 

The honours of the afternoon went to FJ Ryder who has now secured this distinction so often at Clonliffe events that he is becoming entitled to rank as a veteran. He was never headed and finished 200 yards in front of W Cooke of Donore Harriers who was followed home by his clubmate W Trulock.

The first 10 finishers in 1914 were as follows :

1
FJ Ryder

Clonliffe Harriers

8 Mins 44 Secs
2
W Cooke

Donore Harriers

3
W Trulock

Donore Harriers

4
P Conaghan

Donore Harriers  

(Open Novice winner)

5
S Pearson

Clonliffe Harriers

6
R Dykes

Donore Harriers

7
F Arthurs

City and Suburban Harriers

8
V Ryder

Clonliffe Harriers

9
S Leahy

Clonliffe Harriers    
( Club Novice winner)
10
H Rylands

Clonliffe Harriers

The medals were presented by the promoting club to the first 3 men home. F Arthurs secured the award offered to the first City and Suburban man home.   
        CLONLIFFE HARRIERS 2 MILE INVITATION RACE 1915



Saturday 27th November 1915
The Clonliffe Harriers held their annual invitation race last Saturday over the usual course. Owing to the fact that many members of the competing clubs are at present serving in His Majesty’s forces, including 23 from the promoting club, the total muster of 36 was the smallest on record for this race. Clonliffe turned out 23, Donore 12 and County Dublin 1.

As the pack wended its way from headquarters at Kavanaghs of Old Gate Glasnevin, they were led by J Foley. They were accompanied by many enthusiasts riding outside cars, motor bikes and tandem bikes for a portion of the outward journey on the road. When the runners cut into the fields, the cars etc made straight for upper Finglas to witness the race proper from the start to the finishing point at Glasnevin cemetery. 

Shortly after 4 o’clock the president Mr CH Caulfield lost no time in despatching the competitors on their journey. FJ Ryder again led from the gun followed by Mc Aleese, Trulock and Conaghan. Emerging from Finglas village Ryder was still in front with Trulock and Foley now running neck and neck and ahead of the remaining runners who were now beginning to thin out. Approaching Finglas Bridge Ryder now increased his lead to 100 yards with Mc Aleese, Conaghan, Trulock and Foley still next in this order. 

From the top of the hill Ryder drew further away and further increasing his lead, eventually won by 150 yards from Conaghan, who in a stiff struggle with Mc Aleese finished second by a few yards. Trulock finished fourth and Cronin fifth.
Needless to say the winner came in for a great ovation at the finish as this was his eighth successive victory at this event. His time was 9 mins 01.40 secs. For a lad still in his teens Conaghan’s display was exceptionally good. He will be remembered as the winner of the open novice medal in last years race. This year the open novice winner was WJ Tannam who ran well to finish 12th and the club novice medal winner was J Kenny who was 15th.  
The finishers in 1915 were as follows :

1. FJ Ryder

Clonliffe Harriers

9 mins 1.40 secs

2. J Conaghan

DonoreHarriers

3. D Mc Aleese
Clonliffe Harriers

4. W Trulock

Clonliffe Harriers

5. JJ Cronin

Clonliffe Harriers

6. P Byrne

Donore Harriers
CLONLIFFE HARRIERS 2 MILE INVITATION RACE 1916.
Saturday 25th November 1916.

Unlike “the man that missed the tide” FJ Ryder seldom fails to score and indeed his record in the Clonliffe Invitation has been phenomenal to say the least. Since the year when he first started running-1908- he has piled on victory after victory in this event without a break and his success on Saturday last was his ninth in a row. 

He is still the one and only “FJ” over the Clonliffe derby course. He runs up the trying Violet Hill as no other has yet done and he seems to create fresh energy from the top of the hill from whence he increases his speed with amazing advantage to the finish.

Despite bad weather the Clonliffe Harriers were lucky in getting together a fair pack for their invitation run yesterday.

As might be expected by a club of Clonliffe’s character, the arrangements were of the most perfect nature, and every facility was offered to the visitors.

Shortly after the announced time, the pack of some 60 competitors followed the hare, TP Burton (Capt), over a fairly testing country to the west of the cemetery, and then by St James Castle and through Finglas Wood to upper Finglas. Here they lined up for the usual run in to Glasnevin.

Francis Ryder bounced away at the start, but although getting clear, and practically a cert, the following pack were quite keen and, between his brother Victor and Kenny, a very severe contest followed. It was not until the rise of Primrose Hill that Kenny got clear of his opponent to take second place honours.
The winning margin of 120 yards marks FJ Ryder as a marvel of Irish Athletics. He has previously gained the race 8 times and ran a course record in 1912.

His winning time this year of 8 mins 45 secs will also take some beating over the course.

The finishing places in 1916 were as follows :

1. FJ Ryder


Clonliffe Harriers

2. JH Kenny

Clonliffe Harriers

3. V Ryder


Clonliffe Harriers

4. V Reddy


Clonliffe Harriers

5. W Trulock

Clonliffe Harriers

6. JJ Cronin


Clonliffe Harriers

7. T Harrup


Clonliffe Harriers

8. B Byrne


Donore Harriers

9. D Dunne


Co Dublin Harriers

10.  J Ryder


Clonliffe Harriers
(Open novice medal)

32 finished.

        CLONLIFFE HARRIERS 2 MILE INVITATION RACE 1917.

Saturday 24th November 1917

 “ F.J.  RYDER WINS FOR TENTH TIME “

On Saturday the annual invitation run of the above club was held from their headquarters at Kavanaghs at the Old Gate in Glasnevin.
The pack, consisting of Clonliffe (30), Donore (15), and Co Dublin (10) had a nice spin over a good stiff country by Violet Hill, St James Castle and to Upper Finglas where the lot were lined up for a run in of nearly 2 miles. The starter was club president Mr H Campbell (Town Clerk). 

The record for the distance stood to FJ Ryder’s account since 1912 at 8 mins 34 secs. Ryder again finished first thus gaining the record of ten years in succession.

The prizes were distributed as follows : FJ Ryder (first club man), FJ Byrne (first open novice) and Joe Murtagh (first club novice).

The finishing places in 1917 were as follows :

1.
FJ Ryder

Clonliffe Harriers

8 mins 35 secs

2.
CA Conaghan
Clonliffe Harriers

3.
V Ryder

Clonliffe Harriers

4.
W Trulock

Clonliffe Harriers

5.
N Mc Eachern
Clonliffe Harriers

6.
P Byrne

Donore Harriers

7.
J Kenny

Clonliffe Harriers

8.
W Barden

Clonliffe Harriers

9.
J Brady

Clonliffe Harriers

10.
WJ Cooke

Donore Harriers

11.
F Harrup

Clonliffe Harriers

12.
JJ Cronin

Clonliffe Harriers

13.
F Byrne

Clonliffe Harriers

14.
S Pratt

Co Dublin

15.
D Duane

Co Dublin

16
P Murphy

Donore Harriers

17.
JS Palmer

Donore Harriers

18.
G Mc Auley           Donore Harriers

19.
J Murtagh

Clonliffe Harriers

20.
T Nolan

Clonliffe Harriers

38 finished.
     CLONLIFFE HARRIERS 2 MILE INVITATION RACE 1918.



Saturday 30th November 1918.
That the sport of cross country running is at a low ebb in Dublin at present there can be no denying, as since the outbreak of war there has been a steady falling off in the number of participants of the pastime.
Now however, that hostilities have ceased, a healthy revival is looked forward to with the return from the front in the near future, of a large percentage of members of the competing clubs. Last Saturday’s muster of 29 was the smallest in the 20 year history of the race.

In the unavoidable absence of Club President Mr Henry Campbell, Mr JL Ryder (VP) proved an efficient starter while Mr PJ Lonergan, the winner of the first Clonliffe Invitation in 1898 acted as timekeeper.

The start took place at “Floods” in Upper Finglas while the finish was at the four o’clock gate at Glasnevin cemetery.

V Ryder, Cooke, Mc Aleese and Byrne were prominent from the burst off but before a quarter of a mile FJ Ryder jumped into the lead. Passing the Finglas Golf pavilion the holder was a good 60 yards in front of the same quartet. Approaching Finglas Bridge FJ increased his lead from Cooke, V Ryder, Byrne and Dunne while Mc Aleese wisely delayed his effort for a later stage. Breasting Violet Hill “FJ” pulled further away.

At the top of the hill and 880 yards from the finish he led by 100 yards with Dunne, Foley, V Ryder, Byrne, Cooke and McAleese following next in close formation. In the long straight run for home “FJ” drew further away and eventually won by 150 yards. Second place went to Donal Mc Aleese with Joe Foley, who ran the race of his life, a further 60 yards back.

The race yet again proved the superiority of FJ Ryder over this course this being his 11th successive victory in the event. His winning time this year was 9 mins 06.20 secs. It was refreshing to see the popular Hon. Secretary Donal Mc Aleese sporting his colours again in this event and giving us a glimpse of his best form. As runner-up he improved on his previous performances when he finished 4th in 1912 and 3rd in 1915. 

The remarkable feature of the race however was the fine running of Joe Foley, an old member of Clonliffe Harriers who finished 3rd. 
Although competing in this race since 1912 he never showed such brilliant form as displayed on Saturday, and taking all the circumstances of his case into consideration, we think the honours of the race, to a great extent, should rest with Foley. 

F Pratt of the County Dublin Harriers, who finished 7th, secured the open novice medal while the club novice medal was won by R Gahan who finished 9th.

The finishing places in 1918 were as follows :

1
FJ Ryder

Clonliffe Harriers

9 mins 02.60 secs

2
D Mc Aleese
Clonliffe Harriers

3
J Foley

Clonliffe Harriers

4
D Dunn

County Dublin Harriers

5
W Cooke

Donore Harriers

6
P Byrne

Donore Harriers

7
F Pratt

County Dublin Harriers

8
V Ryder

Clonliffe Harriers

9
R Gahan

Clonliffe Harriers

10
N Mc Eachern
Clonliffe Harriers 
11
F Mc Auley

Donore Harriers

12
S Gill


Clonliffe Harriers

13
T Keogh

Clonliffe Harriers

14 
F Moreland

Co. Dublin Harriers

15
C Kenny

Donore Harriers

16
J Gorry Jnr

Clonliffe Harriers    

17
WH Oliver

Clonliffe Harriers

18
R Lewis

Clonliffe Harriers

19
T Nolan

Clonliffe Harriers

20
J Curran

Donore Harriers

21
T Bolton

Donore Harriers

22
J Lynch

Donore Harriers

23
PJ Howlin

Clonliffe Harriers

24
T Millington

Donore Harriers

25
T Howley

Donore Harriers

26
D Murphy

Donore Harriers

27
G Brewster

Clonliffe Harriers

28
P Donnelly

Clonliffe Harriers

29
T Kelly

Clonliffe Harriers


CLONLIFFE HARRIERS 2 MILE INVITATION RACE 1919



Saturday 29th November 1919

The annual invitation race of the “Clonliffes” was held on Saturday.

Starting from their clubhouse at Kavanaghs in Glasnevin they ran over heavy country by the canal to Broom Bridge, King James Castle and Finglas Wood to Upper Finglas where there was a run in to the Old Gate at Glasnevin cemetery.

Much interest was taken in the event with the home club mustering 30, Donore 20 and County Dublin 2 runners.

FJ Ryder again proved himself invincible in this event which he placed to his credit for the 12th time in succession. His nearest attendant was his young brother Willie, who ran a game race, and Norman Mc Eachern filled the third place. 
The prizes were subsequently distributed at the club’s headquarters in Kavanaghs by Vice Captain PJ Lonergan.

The finishing positions in 1919 were as follows :

1
FJ Ryder


Clonliffe Harriers

8 mins 46 secs
2
WA Ryder


Clonliffe Harriers

3
N McEachern

Clonliffe Harriers

4
G Gahan


Clonliffe Harriers

5
C Rothwell


Clonliffe Harriers

6
W Trulock


Clonliffe Harriers

7
W Finn


Clonliffe harriers

8
D Baird


Co Dublin Harriers

9
P Kelly


Clonliffe Harriers

10
W Oliver


Clonliffe Harriers

11
F Mc Auley


Donore Harriers

12
F Kelly


Donore Harriers

13
JJ Cronin


Donore Harriers

14
HB Gunn


Donore Harriers

15
P Byrne


Donore Harriers

16
JA Garry


Clonliffe Harriers

17
H Mc Evoy


Clonliffe Harriers

18
DP Murphy


Donore Harriers

19
F Pratt


Co Dublin Harriers

20
G Lewis


Donore Harriers

21
J Fagan


Clonliffe Harriers
22
T Milligan


Clonliffe Harriers

23
J Palmer


Donore

24
P Duffy


Donore

25
P O’Reilly


Clonliffe

26
O Barden


Clonliffe

27
W French


Clonliffe

28
TP Conneff


Donore

29
C Wisdom


Clonliffe

30
F Mc Namara

Donore

31
A Kelly


Donore

32
R Lewis


Clonliffe

33
W Freyne


Clonliffe

34
J Lynch


Donore

35
MJ O’Reilly


Clonliffe

36
J Somers


Clonliffe

37
MC O’Sullivan

Clonliffe

38
W Fagan


Clonliffe

39
C Mc Namara

Donore

40
J Mc Manns


Donore

41
E Galway


Clonliffe

42
T Kelly


Clonliffe

43
H Dawson


Clonliffe

44
T Bolton


Donore

45
R Galway


Clonliffe

46
A Ledbetter


Donore

47
G Ryan


Clonliffe

48
P Howlin


Clonliffe

49
T Reid


Donore

50
W Evans


Donore

51
JJ Garry


Clonliffe

52
A (“Shrub”) Jnr

Donore
This was FJ Ryder’s 12th win in a row in this event. 

He retired from this event unbeaten and his record number of wins has never been surpassed.  

